
The largest alpine ski race for racers 12 and under, the J456 championships, was held at Afton Alps on Sunday, Feb. 17. The event, which featured 200 young racers from Minnesota and Wisconsin, gave the athletes an opportunity to experience the fun, exciting, and competitive atmosphere of a World Cup style race. Racers are grouped into age categories with the youngest starting as J6 racers, and continuing up through classes until they become J1s.

After the opening ceremonies, men’s and women’s slalom races got under way simultaneously. Each race consisted of two runs with the course being reset after the first run. Mitchell Underhill from Buck Hill in Burnsville won the men’s race with a combined time of 1:00.47. He was followed closely by Jack Post (1:01.32), also of Buck Hill, and Nicholas Mitchell (1:01.88) from Team Gilboa in Bloomington. 

On the women’s side, Thea Zerbe of Buck Hill won with a combined time of 1:02.95. Chloe Burke, who also skis for Buck Hill, came in second (1:04.08), and Savannah Stone, who is not affiliated with a particular ski club, came in third (1:06.38).


After the slalom race was completed, workers set up a giant slalom course for the second race of the day, which consisted of one run. Griffin Robillard from Team Gilboa won an extremely close men’s race with a time of 23.21. Taylor Lindy of Sports Hut in Wayzata finished two-hundredths of a second behind (23.23), followed by Connor Croasdale in third (23.69).

Stone won the women’s race with a time of 26.79. Kate Hanson, who skis for race host Afton Alps finished second (27.18), and Elizabeth Koprucki came in third (27.38).

For more information about these clubs and ski racing in the metro area, visit skifast.com.
