
The Atmore Memorial Ski Race was held at Spirit Mt. in Duluth Feb. 8-10. The event featured over 200 athletes, including former World Cup skier and U.S. Olympian Kristina Koznick, whose presence at the race improved the quality of the field to help younger racers move up in the points standings. Koznick, 32, grew up in Burnsville and skied for Buck Hill Ski Club while attending Visitation High School.

The event took place over three days and featured two slalom races for both men and women each day. The first day, Friday, offered nearly ideal race conditions, with temperatures warming up to the mid 20s. After a light snow in the morning during the men’s race, the sun broke through in the afternoon during the women’s portion. 
Ryan Wilson, 20, who skis for Buck Hill, won the first day with a combined time of 1:31.40. Michael Ankeny, 16, who is also from Buck Hill and attends Blake High School, finished third with total combined time of 1:32.65. Max Lund from Afton Ski Club finished fourth. On the women’s side Julia Wong, 19, from Steamboat Springs, CO. won with a total time of 1:42.65, followed by Petra Lutterova from Team Gilboa in Bloomington (1.43.15) and Andrea Radke, 16, from Buck Hill (1:44.62).
Day 2 brought on less favorable conditions as temperatures dropped into the single digits and winds gusted up to 40 mph. Wilson and Ankeny finished first and second for the men, and Lund came in fourth once again. For the women, Wong and Lutterova also mirrored their results from the day before, with Lauren Samuels, 15, of Team Gilboa coming in fourth (1:42.47) behind Koznick (1:41.07).
On Sunday, the final day, temperatures fell further by did not deter Wilson from completing the sweep as he won for the third time with a total combined time of 1:34.81. Michael Tichy, 26, was second (1:36.91), followed very closely by Patrick Conway,19, from Team Gilboa (1:37.06). For the women, Wong also won her third race of the weekend with a combined total time of 1:36.44. Coming in second was Kelly Connelly (1:36.78), followed by Samuels (1:38.07).
