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Team Gilboa Alpine Ski Club, located in Bloomington, MN at Hyland Hills Ski and Snowboard area, hosted its annual Jody Spooner Classic ski race on Saturday, Dec. 22. The event is named in honor of Spooner, a former Eden Prairie resident, for her invaluable contributions to youth ski racing in the area. Spooner left an indelible mark with her volunteering and tremendous spirit that also helped found the Eden Prairie High School ski team.
The event consisted of two separate slalom races for both the men and women. Peter Smith won the first race for the men (18.13), followed closely by Dylan Hager (18.37), Austin Guyette (18.38), Patrick Smith (18.45), and Phillip Skogmo (18.92). Griffen Knudsen won the second race (17.87), followed by Dylan Hager (18.20), Griffin Robillard (18.46), Guyette (18.48), and Peter Smith (18.82).
On the women’s side, Maisie Ide won the first race (17.96), Elizabeth Koprucki came in second (19.27), and Kelly Steffens (20.84), Jordan Dritz (21.46), and Anika Hager (21.76) rounded out the top 5. Ide followed up her success by finishing first again in the second race (18.39), with Chloe Burke (20.31), Koprucki (20.79), Steffens (22.04), and Hannah Cope (22.15) coming in second through fifth.
The race, one of the first of the season, moved very smoothly under good conditions. Throughout the rest of the year racers will compete around the state and around the region as they work to qualify for the Junior Olympics in March. Racers ranged in age from 8-17. For more information about any of the local ski clubs, visit skifast.com. 
