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T he student/athiete can both compste in a sport and achieve in a umﬁmzmm:m
academic program. The very qualitizs that makes one an outstanding athiets are aisg
the qualities that ons needs to be outstanding in school. It is the role of the school to
develop the whole person, and challenge every student to attain his or her potential in

alf aspects of life.
School's must offer a program that demands academic accountability while

providing a supportive environment for students to excel in athletics. The opportunity to
develop personal strengths and intarests in both acadesmics and athletics will not be
dznied when a shared commitment is understood by a cooperative effort between the
school, the athiete, the parent, and the coach. ’

Central to this understanding is an underlying shared phiiosophy that are
universal expectations for aititude and behavior. Among thesa expeactations are
integrity and honesty, respect, support, trust, and parsonal accountability.

. The guestion is how to assurz or enhance the potantial for athletas to be top .
students, to meet their own expectations and to achieve at their highest potential both
academically and sthletically at their home schools. This is not easy and is a task that
challenges the will of schools, parents, student/athietes, and cozaches. .

The Alpine Skier
Responsibilities for Weaving Athletics and Academics:

1. Sludents’ responsibiiities are basad on pride, periormance,integrity, and
cormnmitment. Maintaining an attendance record that illustrates consistent effort is
essantial for developmaent of trust and maintaining a good attitude. They should tzke
the initiative to research class scheduling based on clear and concise academic goals.
Completing assignments on time sets a pattemn that is consistant with high
expectations. Students must maintain a minimum grade in every class. ‘Achisving
success toward graduation needs to be a personal commitment. They must provide
teachers with a schedule of training and competition dates giving tsachers enough
time to review and make recommendations. Students must offer “future absence”
forms to teacher for eary dismissal and pre-arranged absences.

2 Schoo! and teachers' rasponsibilities are based on support. mwnc:@ shouid
review datas to detarmine and report on how they s2¢ these sbsences affecting



courss of study. Teachers should provida course J,__macm so that the student/athlete
can anticipate neads of the class. They should not penalize students for pre arranged
absznces and should allow studems the number of cays absent to make up work aiter
retuming to class. Teacher must make sure that zssignments are available prior to
abssnces when appropriate. The school must communicate in a timely manner any
concems it may have in regard to student progress and make the coach awars of any
discipiinary action or restrictions that ar2 imposad by the school.

3. Parents’ responsibiiities are based on communication. mmamzﬂm of the eiits
athiete must mesat with the administration prior to or soon after the beginning of the
school year. They shouid open the discussion with a letter explaining the potential for
early dismissal and extended absences. Parents must be available to mest with
faculty. Parents must make a commitrment to support academic goais and not enable
the student/athleta to

ba zbsent from class for any reason other than iliness, emergency, or scheduled
training and competition. They must distribute to the coach a school schedule and
caizndar of family traditions that may conifict with training or competition. Parents must
set a family zgenda that does not add zdditional absences for extended vacations.
Parants must supporn and acknowledge that the student/athiete may need outside -
aczdemic support {tutors) to satisfactorily complsts course work.

4, Coaches' rasponsibilities are basad on teamwork. The ccach has a very
impaortant role in the retstionship betwesn the athlete and his or her school. They
should be available to meet individually with the school and the parents to wark
toward a common pian for the academic and athletic development of the
student/zthiete. The cecach can best define concrete schedules a$ well 2s possible
additicnal dates based on competition results to the student/athiete, parents, and
school. The coach has a unique insight into the well being of the m.cam:ﬂ\nﬁmn a.They
must take svery opportunity to communicate with the school and paran:s any concem
that may arnss on or off the hill that dirscily afiects the siudsnvathietes capacity to mest
personal expeciations in the broadast sense. The cozches must SUDPOmn any
disciptinary action or restrictions that zre imposed by the school. They must respect a
school attendance policy that denies training if a student is late or absent from school
due to illness.The head coach or ski club director must develop a description of their
program for the school administrater 1o review. This description snouid highlight the
goals sat by the athlete and the program as it refates to the competitive level of the

individuz! athista.

A Special Note to Club and Schiool Coachies

The ciub coach and the schooi csach must respect each others program and
acknowiedge to the student/athlete the advantages of paricicatng in parailel
activities: The biggest problems arise when the student/athlets begins ta feel caught
betwesn the advice of hissher club coach and school coach. Emphasis should be
made by both coaches that an agreement has been made by all panies involved to
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take an active interest in the athletic development of the competitor. Coaches Must be
centered on the athlete rather than their program.
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Minneapciis, MN, 55403
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Future Absence Form

All Em..,:nma absences from school - college visits, family trips, ete. - must be cleared in
advance with the Dean of Students’ office. A Future Absence Form must be

completed.

Name Grade
Will be zbsent beginning

. {Bay) (Time) (Date)
Will retum to school on

(Oay) . (Time) (Cate)
Reason for absence
Teacher [nitials: ' Teacher Comments:
(Signature of Parent) - {Cate) w..uamea of Dean of Sludents



